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IS 11:1-10; ROM 15:4-9; MT 3:1-12 

 Some of us look for solutions in the old “tried and true” methods we are familiar with, others say 

that we need to look to something new.  Advent reminds us that what God brings us as “new” is really a 

rebirth of something that is very “tried and true”.  Imagine that you heard and old story, one that you had 

heard before.  While listening to it, something strikes you that has never struck you before - a hidden 

meaning, an understanding only made possible because of how your thinking had changed with the 

events of life.  I have this experience reading scripture, I have had this experience reexamining a topic 

that I am teaching for the 100th time, I have had this experience thinking about things and seeing them 

in a new way - God wishes to reveal to us new things that come from the old - it is not that we have to 

get rid of the old to bring in the new, it is that we have to understand the old in new ways that God will 

show us.  In these experiences we can find the Advent of a new realization of God in our lives. 

 In the first reading, the prophet is speaking of a new time - and it sound pretty good.  The 

prophet is speaking about the emergence of a shoot from the stump that will bring in a time of peace 

(symbolized by animals who are usually enemies lying in safety with each other), a time of justice 

(where the wicked will be given their due, and the weak will have the justice they have beed denied), 

and a time of peace (where there will be no harm or ruin).  The old tree has brought corrupt leaders, it 

has dried up and lead to alienation, injustice, and fighting - the new shoot will bring the opposite - a 

fruitful time of justice and peace.  He says that On that day, a shoot shall sprout from the stump of Jesse, 

and from his roots a bud shall blossom.  To understaff what he is saying you have to know a little about 

olive trees and how they grow.  After many years the central trunk of the tree becomes old and it’s 

branches no longer bear fruit.  It is at this time when a new shoot will sprout from the roots at the base of 

the trunk and this shoot will begin a new life for the tree where there is lush green growth and olives her 

there was no fruit before.  It is the same tree, from the same roots, but it seems very new - and what was 

a dying and fruitless tree is now alive and useful again.   Just reflect on the beauty of that for a second … 

this is what the Lord seeks to bring to us and calls us to approach in this Advent. 

 We see the beginning of the fulfillment of these ancient prophecies in the Gospel.  John the 

Baptist speaks of one who is coming after him.  John is the one that the prophet said would announce the 

coming of the just one that we heard about in the first reading: It was of him that the prophet Isaiah had 

spoken when he said:  A voice of one crying out in the desert, Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight 
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his paths.  John calls people to prepare for the coming of the one by repenting and being baptized.  

Unless we humans repent, unless we can acknowledge our fault, and through the grace of God become 

more just, we will be cleared away to make room for the time of peace.  He would much rather that we 

joined him and opened our hearts to peace.  This is a peace that is only fully realized in heaven, but 

Jesus comes to both help us bring our world as close to this peace as possible, and also to open for us a 

way to enter the kingdom after our death. 

 And Jesus is the only one who can do this.  John speaks of the one coming after him as bringing 

a new Baptism - not the symbolic one that John was doing - but one that has the actual power of the 

Spirit - a power to forgive our sins, and a power to bring us into Jesus’ body so that after our death we 

could come with him into that kingdom of peace.   Jesus is the one who sprouts from the stump of Jesse 

- a new king who will have a real effect and will nourish his people.  Where do we see that new shoot 

break the surface?  We see it when a baby is born in a manger in Bethlehem.  That one who existed 

before time sends out a new shoot in the form of a little baby.  The king of all things and the one who is 

ultimate justice comes to be one of us in a humble way.  This is the eternal and ancient God whom we 

now understand in a different way.  We now can look upon this great God in the person of Jesus Christ. 

 If we open ourselves to the Lord’s coming we may just see a whole new meaning for this in our 

lives.  If we can allow ourselves to be touched by the power of God, we may begin to see things which 

we have looked on many times begin to take on a new meaning for us.  The old things are not outdated, 

and we can find new meaning in them and a new way to apply them.  New ways that we can only see at 

this exact point in our lives.  In our second reading Paul speaks of looking on what was previously 

written and having it take new effect.  He speaks about working to hear the call for peace that has been 

echoing down the centuries of God’s revelation and putting it into practice.  Why? So that we can work 

to make this world a bit more like the beautiful image we heard in the first reading.  He says: Whatever 

was written previously was written for our instruction, that by endurance and by the encouragement of 

the Scriptures we might have hope.  May the God of endurance and encouragement grant you to think in 

harmony with one another, in keeping with Christ Jesus, that with one accord you may with one voice 

glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.   

 This is a call to live in peace.  This is a call to put aside divisions and for all be united to that one 

shoot like branches grafted onto the same vine.  There is no room for divisions. John issues the call to 

prepare the way of the Lord and it is a call to see that the ultimate goal of God for us is unity - an ideal 

of unity that can sprout anew within our world as a new shoot springs from an old stump.  A unity that 

we can foster, and that brings us a step closer to the peace of heaven. 


